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- This report is the. first of a series of monthly atatus
_'re“por Project: Grudge. Each report will be written on or
near the last day of the month and will contain a list of all

incidents: reported during ‘the month covered by the report.
~ The repbrta that, are ‘considered to be outatanding will also

. be sunmarized in the appendices of the report so that more

- details can be presented The overall status of the project
will also be presented. :
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UNCLASSIFIED
STATUS OF PROJECT - GRUDGE

Overall . Statgg

Much of the work done on Project Grudge has been devoted to the
reorganization of the project as given in the Project Initiation Form
A-3, dated 22 October 1951..

The old Project Grudge and Project Sign files have been revieved
and sorted. Cross-indexing and tabulation of the old files has been
slow due to a lack of clerieal help, but it is hoped that this situation
will be alleviated in the near future, It is contemplated that all of
the sightings of unconventional flying objects will soon be cross-indexed
according to size, color, location, etc., so that as much statistical data
.- a8 possible will be availeble, It is believed that it may be possible to
determine several general characteristics of the: sightings from the mass
- of data that is on file at ATIC,

Contacts have been eatablished with all agencies that .may be able
- to assist in Project Grudge such as Air Weather Service, Flight Service,
high altitude balloon projects, 0.5.1., etc. There is still some doubt
as to the channels that. should be used in contacting some agencies but
these will be clar%fied in the near future. '

o Two major difficulties have arisen and they are (1) the time element.
‘and (2) obtaining transportation, In regard to the time element, it has
been found that in many' instances omne or two months will elapse before
ATIC receives word op an incident. It is very possible that many ineidents
are never reported. As far as can be determined, this is due to two main
reasons: ' .

‘a, Letters pertaining to the procedures and responsibilities in re-
porting incidents weredated September 1950, Since that time there has
been an influx of new and recalled officers and changes in personnel;
consequently, a great number of people are not aware of the requirements
" of Project Grudge. Incidents that are several months old are finally
received at ATIC afler having forwarded through several commands,

b. It is believed that the general feeling in some instances is
that the Air Force is not too interested in this project and reporting
such incidents is unimportant. It is the opinion of ATIC that regardless
of personal beliefs as to the origin of the objects, the task of deter~
mining, if possible, what these objeots are has been assigned, and should
be carried out.

It 1s believed that the revision and re-cirewlation of the AF letter
~ pertainlng to Project Grudge will alleviate the -problem of delay in re-
celving reports, The Collection Division, Directorate of Intelligence,
was requested to revise and re-circulaxe this letter on 25 October 1951,

| ' .
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If, after the above mentioned letter is circulated, the situation
does,not improve, it may be advisable to circulate another memorandun
explaining why the Air Force is interested in this problenm and how re-
poris are to be made.

The second major difficulty encountered has been transportation in
the locality of the incidents. On many occasions, the interrogation of
one source will lead to other sources. All of these 'leads” must be -
followed to get a complete picture. This necessitates a great deal of
travel within a city or even over part of a state, At times government
transportation is available but at other times the incidents are not’
close to military establishments or if they are, all transportation may
be in use., Since it is the policy not to reimburse travelers for such.
taxi fares, this has imposed a great financial burden on the investigator,
In regard to the same subject, the time element again enters since there
is usually only a limited amount of time that can be spent on an investi-
gation and 811 the time spent attempting to get transportation or finding
the correct bus routes is lost.

Steps have been taken to overcome this second major difficulty by
requesting that Headquarters USAF send a wire to the military installation
. to which a visit will be made reguesting that the Commanding Officer give
full cooperation to Project Grudge personnel

Another problem that has not been fully investigated is whether or
" not wide spread publicity to the project should be given in an attempt to

~ obtain a more complete coverage of incidents., It is believed thal more

reports would be obtained but the publicity would also produce a mass of
"erank” letters that would increase the workload a considerable amount.
It has been tentatively decided that the best course of action is to wait
and see what improvements are brought about by the revised AF letters
being re-circulated by tho Collection Division of D/I,

Reggrte of Snegiflc ;ggidentg

The inclosed list is a summary of all incidents that have been re-
ported or were being investigated during the period 22 October 1951 to
30 November 1951, Several of the incidents are considered too detailed
to summarize in the list so they are carrled over and summarized in the
appendices.

In the future, the 1ist will consist of two parts: (1) incidents

' reported during the period covered by the report, and (2) incidents from

the past period that are still in the process of being investigated or
_incidents that are pending during the previous month and are now closed,

Due to the huge task of investigating all reported incidents, it
will be the policy of Project Grudge to concentrate on those incidents
that appear to have originated from high grade sources, such as pilots,
technically trained people, ete. The only exception to this will be
where a number of sightings ocour in a certain area a® about the same
time, All reports, however, will be 1ncorporated in the file for
statistical nurposes.

N
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- In the avaluation of reported radar sightings, the Electronics
Section 'of ATIC has been consulted., The majority of the radar sight-
ings sre very diffiocult to evaluate due to the possibility of phenomena
caused by weather or in the electronic eircuits of the set. About all
that can be concluded on these aightings is the weather was or was not
conducive to promoting phenomena known to be caused by certain weather
conditiona

In certain instances special detailed reports will be written on .
the conclusions of the investigations of sightings, These will be in
compliance with requests from higher headquerters for such reports, The
conclusions of all other incidents willl be concluded in the status report,
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LOCATION

| Albuquerque, N. Mex

I~

| E11ington AFB,

| Vandalia, T11.

| Grenier AFB,N.H.

- | spokane, Wash.

."iS'poka_ne , Washf. |

| Ft Monmouth |
N. Jo

Lubbo ck s Texas

- Ellington AFB,

F‘t Monmouth

'Goose AFB‘,-. .
E ,Newfoundland )

"Ft Monmouth,

Texas

Texas )

Larson AFB Wash.H :

San Antonio, Te:v"c‘. .

B Qiarenont , Calif]

A

N. J.

Ft Monmouth '
NeJ.

T

No Jo

S Spokane,wash ‘f-'Bluish white light w1th flery trail.

Radar return - Fast mov1ng, low flying tar;

| (See Appendix VI)

. Radar return - High, moving target observe

Group of lights that have been seen on many og

Dark flying wing type aircraft with about 1 3
Bright yellow light making a ziggzag course’ %
- : 5T 5-

‘Erratic yellow light .

Radar sighting - Aircraft were scrambled b
negative. (See Appendix III)

Large object'resex_nbling a delta wing aircraj

: Bright orange light seen \from the ground and

v

‘,'Two silvery ob,]ect§ connected by a dark un
) then rose and dleappeared.

"'-Pear-shaped a1um1num object seen to hover th

About i

Two. | groups of orange colored obgects were

in the se cond.

Three obJects appeared out of the N.W, Ap

' Blulsh whlte llght about the size of an au]

course (See Appendlx VI)

Pilots in T-3% alrcraf“t attempted to 1nter"

-

9
s
Radar return - GCA radar observed two objg
e | z

Radar return - Two radar sets _picked up h

¥ INCIDENT

vi‘_sA ~(See Appendix I).

i’é the wing span of a B-36 (See Appendix II).

o make contact. Visual search results

rom two aircraft (See Appendix IV),
;Qdy‘f First appeared to descent slowly,
area at high speed (See Appendix V).

 an-automobile headlight.
_;je,c,ts were in the first group and one
"é disk when viewed through a monocular.

eadlight leav1ng a fiery trail.

_ d parallellng the coast on a northerly

nown object with negative results

|Appendix VI)

f the airfield.

(See Appendix VI).




LENGTH
" OF TIME
OBSERVED

~ ALTITUDE

-SOURCE

ACTION
OR
COMMENTS

n.of a

B-36 (See Appendix II).

| L sec.

e plus

8 Pﬁno

 1;10 Sec.

‘30 Sec.
r .

{ Unknown

1 hour -

18

S

.:Sevéral‘T

Seconds
Several
minutes
2 Min

Several
minutes -

vSeveral
minutes

SeVeral
minutes

'  Unknownf ;F7

0
30°'arf/séc

_300-&0& mph

L)

High

o S

e

- Iow

‘Unknown

1000

Very high

Uhkhown
 10,000!at
lowest poin

- Low to

" High

:Unknoﬁn

315°
Varied

Nohg

: 000

AC & W Sqdfn

Retired Army Officer

Two ladies

 AF Capt and wife
Two airmen
“AF Major

| AF 1st Lt

Varied

Sandia Base guard
and wife .

Three airmen

Airman-and WAF

Commercial Pilots and
ground observers

Four airmen

Radar operator

‘Two AF Pilots

Radar operator
GCA operatars

Radar operators

1Pendingg ‘
‘See Appendix VI

See Appendix I
See Appendix II

No investigation

weather balloon

See Appendix III

- No investigation

See ‘Appendix IV

No inyéstigétibn -

| possibly balloon

Mo investigation -
possibly balloon

Peﬁdihgj'

.

See Appendix VI

Believed to be
balloon

See Appendix VI -
Was balloon -

Pehdiﬁg 

See Appendix VI
Was balloon
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DESCRIPTION OF INC

AN ek, - ’

i

'Irt Mommiouth, N.J.
5Cincinnati,'0hio

hyérion;_dhio

LT

N T T P A vm-”

. Dark bﬁllet shaped object about the same size as a B-29.

| Objectsighted over Long Beach.

.Brllllant whlte 1ight at a 1ow altltude.

i

Rader'Retﬁrn (SeeprpehdiinVI).

Pl

L)

Red glow in front, white vapor at tail.

~ «

Pilot of Cessna reported that he almost colli,dcdfw_ith a black, high tailed swept wing aircraft.

P R
= |

Air Defense Command radar stations tracked fastimorlrg objects across Michigan and Wisconsin.

~ : R
. . . -
: . -

Four F—Sé's scrambled and sighted object over Muroc. Intercept

was unsuccessful due to altltude of Obgect. Orbitted March AFB at 55, OOO'(See Appendlx VIiI).

L 4

Circular object which was sometimes enc1rcled by a brownlsh haze.
i

i
!

Was generally statlonary.‘

h
e

;“Flreball Type“ objects were observedfb

at _high' speed "(‘sfee’_Appernix VIII).

m‘i»Round, 511ver colored object seen by prlvate pllot (See Appendlx IX)

"“cRound 81lver object seen by pllots tracking a balloon and by ground observer team (See Appendix X).

fﬁMedium gray, round obJect.

;‘Dlsk-shaped object 30' - Lo' in diameter.

‘Unknown, high flylng object reflectlng sun’s rays.’

.Z"Glitterlng obgect“

-

First sighted by“theodolite crew, - Ihtercept by four F-9l's was
unsuccessful. T '

:"Strange obJect"

Pilot in Navior met object head on. Object was disk-

shaped w1th a hlghly pollshed surface,

ﬁRadar.‘ return - unidentified object.

This incident took place at the same time a

-large. meteor was seen in. other parts of the S.W, The description is different, however, as none

of the meteors looked like high flylng alrcraft

»

LENGTH
' OF TIIE
. QBSERVED

Several
Minutes

10 Sec.

Few Sec

Approx.’

1l Hr.

Unknown
Unknown

2 Hrs.

Seconds

15 Sec.

15 Sec.

Unknown

Several

Minutes

Unknown

‘50 Min.

Unknown

Several
Seconds

L Min,

Ay

A e s a4 s e o LA et b AT mad

B P O S 0 S

BRSSP

e o e A A~ g h




AV RS LS T T s M PO e

0 . ]
_QBSERVED . SOUND ' SPEED

_ b UNCLASSIFltD .Acggow
ALTITUDE HEADING SOURCE { ... COMMENTS

D R r’-\xm“

B e Ll i S n i Ly UPRTEL U

:
v . P

See Appendix VI

IV SRSNIREIN, FRTpe SaRe

Several | |  Stow

6000! : Unknown | Radar Operator
Mlnutes ‘ ' ; - ‘

B

10 Sec. e ~ HE - . 20,000' | 315° | One man, background
' ' ; unknown

%
J O e e

—-r—-.,\‘!:\._«@; Y TN
No investlgatlon

..

Vet

LRI 0 e vy A (S & o gre AT e LY

Few Sec.

.

Probably friendly

2800'  : 50° | Private Pilot
t conventional a/c

B e LD R,

Believed to be due to

Apprdx.‘ " O E " Unknown —— Varied | ADC Radar
' ’ weather phenomena

1l Hr.

g

e ma e

55,000 ' Varied | F-86 pilots and. ground;

sand 1ghted object over Muroc.” Interdept‘}_ - Unknown
1arc N observers

See Appendix VII
AFB,at;55 OOO'(See Appendlx VII) '

Te meertwy

L §

T Srep e

Unknown Unknown '@ Varied | Letter from four teenrf No_investigation

age boys

T T

= §'

M
a -

=3

N B AR A, B A S

2 Hrs. Shationary

None .1{ Airman No-investigation

ey T g AP § DS s A P e e

Varied Employées , - _No‘investigation~

¥ , S y . : L

e
. High
SRR

[TTPECN,

L e

- 270° -Gfaduate.Physicisti i No 1nvesti%$tion -
S R R {gVery possi 1y‘balloon
135° CAA Chief Aircraft "See Appendlx VIII
‘ Communicator = - .

11

N o A ey e

S T

!
‘.

15° | Private pilot = | See Appendix IX

e

-Sé#éfél. Unknown’_Balloon observers

o~ - See Appendix X
Minutes

ey

e TP S

Saae

&

i
;

Unknown Unknown wa'chiidren. No'investigation

AF and Navy persomnel | Proved to be Venus.

S R Y R A2 R AL

Intercept by four F-ol's was 50 Min.

Uninown Letter from civilian . No investigation

CIVlllan pllot pil YTS Perding
experience

g A TR T L apereee)

Navi ?*msﬁidﬁjépt_heéd”on.‘:Objectjwaé;disksl- 3 Several
v g - S : Seconds

v ,q..._'.h, O TR TL Iy

PRI

§Indica£ions of radar
phenomena due to
weather.

h Min. 'Radar operator

O L JLAC DV

City detective No ‘investigation

NS
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UNCLASSIFIED

LUBBOCK, TEXAS ~ 25 August 1951

. The first of a series of sightings related to this incident ocourred
the evening of 25 August 1951 at approximately 2110 CST, Four Texas Tech-
nical College professors were sitting in the backyard of ome of the professor's
homes observing meteorites in conjunction with a study of micrometeorites being
carried out by the college, At 2110 they observed a group of lights pass over-
head from N to S. The lights had about the same intensity as a bright star
but were larger in ares. The altitude was not determined but they traveled.
at a high rate of speed., The pattern of the lights was almost a perfect semi~
circle containing from 20 to 30 individual lights., Later in the evening a
similar incident was observed and during a period of about three weeks a
total of approximately tualve (12) suoh flights were ohserved by these men,

The .group of men included:

a, The Head of the Petroleunm Emgineering Department
b. Professor of Geology, has Ph,D,

c.  Professor of Physics, has Ph.D., -
d. . Professor of. Chemical Enginsering, has Ph.D.

Besidea the,above four men the’follouing have observed the incldents:

a, ’Proféésér of’Mathamatics,'has'Ph.D.
b -Graduate student working on Ph;D.

In addition, a Professor of Astronomy was consulted on the incident but he
did not observe any of these flighta.

‘ The abuve nentioned men took a personal interest in the phenomena.and
undertook a study of the objects, Attempts were made to obtain an altitude
measurement by laying out a measured base line perpendioular to the usual
flight path of the object and placing angle measuring devices at the end of
the base line, however, all their attempts failed because the objects did
not ‘appear on the nights the observers were waiting for them,

From the series of observations, the following facts were obtained.

a. The angular velocity of the object was very nearly 300 of arc per
» second,

b, There was no sound that could be &ttribu‘c.ed to the ob;]ect

‘e, The flight path of the object was from N fo S in the majority of

d. There were two. or three flights per evening

‘ 94"The period be tween flights was about one hour and 10 minutes.

UNCLASSIFIED
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fo %%1& Uf“&ie@lights was' Bluézﬁﬁm
g. There were from 20 to 30 separate lights in each formation.,

h. The f£irst two fliphts observed were a semi-circle of lights but in
subsequent flights there was no orderly arrangement,

i. The object always appeared at an angle of about 50° from horizontal
in the north and diseppeared at about 60° in the south. The object '
did not gradually come into view as would an airecraft approaching
from a distance, nelther did it gradually disappear.

j+ There was no apparent change in size as the object passed overhead.

Attempts were made to obtain the relative height of the object in respeoct
to clouds. However,-these attempts were also unsucces#ful due to the fact that
the objects passed between widely scattered clouds.

Efforts to determine whether or not there vag any form between the lights
by trying to see stars between the lights were made. This also was unsuccess—
ful due to the short time the object was in view. : .

This phenomena was observed by at least one hundred people in and around

Lubbock, Texas. Soms of these people were of the opinion that the objects

were birds .

On the evening of 31 August 1951!1, at about 2330 GST a college freshman

' from Texas Tech observed three flights of the object and allegedly obtained

five photographs. He obtained two photos of one flight and three of another,
These photos show single rows of light in V-formation on two photos and &
double row on the others, His description of the object is much the same as
that of the college professors, except that the college professors never ob-
served a perfect V-formation. .

(See Appendix II and V for poasibly related incidents.)
tatus the esti

Project Grudge personn’el made a trip to Lubbock, Texas, on 6-9 November
1951 to obtain more details on the inecident. Many sources who had seen the
object or who were involved in the sighting were interrogated. A conference
was held with the college professors and they offered to write a detailed
account of thelr observations and forward it to ATIC This report should

be forthcoming.

The photographer who claims to have photographed the object was interro-
gated, Every effort was msde to find a flaw in the photographer's account of

_ the inecident but the results were negative. The college professors did not

believe the photographs were authentic es they had never observed a V-ghaped
group of lights, They were not sure, however, whether or not they bad ob~

served the same ob] ects that were photographed. Since the interrogation, two

UNCLASSIFIED
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diacnepencies.in the photos have beeﬁzfound and the photographer is being
reinterrogated by the 0,S8.I.

One school of thought of the people™in the Lubbock area is that the _ :
objects were some type of migratory birds reflecting light from the city. 4
Several people reported that they definitely kmew the objects were ducks be-~ 4
cause they could see wings flapping. It is very posSible that some of the
people who were looking for the objJect did see ducks as there were duck. 3
flights passing over during the perlod, It is significant that those people 4
who saw ducks were definitely able to identify the objects as ducks, or some
type of bird, because they could see the wings or heard them make a noise,
however, other people were just as determined that they were not birds. The
possible conclusion is that some people did see birds, but others saw some
other ob;ects .

R i o ol

LA
g

The college professors do not believe .the theory that the objects were
birds, but they are giving the possibility more thought. If they were birds,
they would have to be relatively low to give the illusion of high speed., An
occasional flight of birds might pass low over a city on a clear night but it
is highly doubtful if they would continue to do this for several nights., M-
gratory birds usually try to keep away from cities. '

, The Federal wad Life Game Warden was visited and although he was not _
familiar with the incident he doubted if the objects were birds., He stated
‘that they could have ‘been, however, The most likely suspect, if it is a dbird,
T - 18'a member of the Plover family which has a pure white breast, but unless
. ‘there was a sudden influx of the birds into the Lubboek area, the game warden

. - doubted if there would be enough of these birds to make up as many flights as
vere observed. .

_ It the photos are authentic, the objects very probably are not ducks
because an experienced photographer from the Lubbock Avalanche Newspaper
;:;impted to get photoa of ducks using both natural light and flash but

ed :

- The investigation of this incident is continuing, It is probably the most
unique incident in the history of Projeet Grudge in that it was observed so
many times by & scientifically trained group of observers, These people are
continuing to attempt to arrive at a solution for the phenomena. They hed

~‘previously lost interest after several weeks of observations because they
believed that the object was some new Air Force aircraft or missile.

The photographe are now at the Photographic Reconnaissance Laboratory
at Wright Alr Development Center for analysis. :

UNCLASSIFIED
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On the evening of 25 August 1951, at 2158 MST, a Sandia Base Security
Guard and his wife observed what they described to be a flying wing type
alrcraft similar to the Northrop Fly Wing Bomber (B-49) pass over the back-
yard of their trailer home in the east part of Albuquerque. They judged the
wing span of the airoraft to be about one and one half times the wing span
of a B-36, with which they were familiar. The object was flylng low, the
altitude was thought to be about 800 ft. - 1000 ft., and there was no sound
that could be attributed to the object. The color of the object was not .
apparent due to the twilight but dark chordwise stripes were noticed under
the wings, Six to eight pairs of soft glowing lights were noticcd on the
tralling edge of the wing, The speed was judged to be about 300 - 40® mph
and the object was on a heading of approximately 160°.

(See Appendix I for possible related incident )
Yeather
 Broken clouds at 17,000 ft., visibility five miles, wind S at 5 mph.

N The nossibility of this being a known aircraft was checked with negative
‘results, The AC and W Radar Station at Kirtland AFB did not observe any un-
usual or unidentlfied aircraft

. The guard's background was checked and since he has a "Q" clearance,
it has been assumed that he is mentally stable,

The photos taken of the VLshaped object at Lubbock, Texas, (see. Appendix
I) were sent to Albuguerque. They were shown to the sources by the 0.5.I. and
'sources stated that arrangement of lights on the object they saw was aimilar
to the photo. They sketched in the uing as they saw it.

An 1nvestigation vas made to determine whether or not any one else had
seen the object but only negative results were obtained '

Further evaluation of this incident depends on the outcome of attempts T
‘to establish the authenticity of the Lubbotk photos. ‘

UNCLASSIFIED




M..___m__‘ ON AFB, WASHINGTON - 26 Augugt 1951

On 26 August 1951 at 0836 PST, an unidentified flying object was detected
by an AN/OPS-4 and AN/CPS-1 radar sets. The object was tracked continuously
-for a period of six minutes and made a timed ground speed of 950 mph. The
object was on a course of 340° with only slight deviations enroute. 4&n altitude
reading of 13,000 feet was obtained but the accuresy of the measurement is
questionable due to brief length of time the obgect was detec‘bod .

- The F-86 aircraft vere scrambled but radar cont&ct with the object was
lost before the aireraft were airborne. A visual search was conducted from
‘17,000 to 25, 000 feet with negative resu.lts.

. The operator of the radar set, an Air Force Gaptaix;, is consldered to
be an expert operator. ‘

Weam' |
, Wga‘hher conditions at the “time of sighting were not favorable for sno~
L malous“microwave_“ propogat:lon. '

: Review of this mcident by tha mactronics Section of ATIG concludes

' .that the return was possibly due to interference, This was concluded be~

- cause of . ‘the apparent path of the object, directly approaching the station,
‘and the fact that the target was observed on only the low beam of the AN/GPS-1

ra.da.r aet : .

UNCLASSIFIED
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_ o | l\.epg.__..._. '
w 27 sugust 1951

The only mformation availeble on this incident 1is a newspsper article
from "Vandalia lLeader” of 20 August 1951, :

“It wasn't a flying saucer ! Nor was it a conventional type airplane !
But vhatever it was, it has aroused the curiosity of at least five persons
- Wwho saw it soar:.ng through the air Monday night.

"'It was a big orange light with blind;mg intensity when I first noticed
it ‘over the southwest corner of the airport,! Ray Williams told the leader,
'T had just taxied out onto the runway preparing to teke a flight around the
‘city when -I noticed the light. It was between 8 and 8330 p.m. I called over
the radio to the CAA official on duty Albert Draoklec , and to Paul Reese and
asked then to take a look !

B ""Ihe lighted object disappeared into the west and we decided ‘maybe
there w&s no to 1t " So I decided to continue with ny flight pla.ns,
_Villiams stated

H Shortly ai‘tar I had takan off’ I noticed the light again, approaching
ey nlane. ‘It came directly at me and then circled my plane. twice before
,. . heading toward Greenville. I followed it and it made a circle round that
l  town and came back toward Vandalia., I last saw it near the country olub,
The CAA radioed a transport pilot who was passing over Vandalia at the time
at about 20, 000 feet and he too saw the object.' '

"It was all very apooky,' the Vandalia airmsn said It wasn't an
airplane but whatever it was the 1light was on the teil of it, and there was
a small red light on top. Probahly it wes some milita.ry craft ﬁ'om Scott
Field mald.ng a test run.

‘ "The lighted object which appeared to have a 10 ‘to 12 inch lens , was
:ﬂso seen by Daight Kerns in St. Elmo the same evening,"

tat 2l n

An attempt will be made to obtain further information on this incident.
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H&TADGR, TEXAS 3; August 1951

-

On 31 August 1951 at approximately 1245 CST tmo ladies were driving in
an antomobile several miles north of Matador, Texas. The object was des-
cribed as a pear-shaped object, aluminum or silver in color, which readlly
reflected the sunlight. The object had a port or some type of aperture in
the side. It moved through the air with the small end forward. They judged
the slze to be about that of a B-29 fuselage There was no sign of any ex~
haust and no noise was heard. .

As the two ladies were driving north from Metador, Texas, the driver of
~ the sutomobile first noticed the object about 150 yards shead of the auto-
moblle, -They stopped and both ladies got out to observe the object. It vas
- drifting slowly in an eastward direction at a speed they judged to be "less

'y | than the speed required to take off in a cub aireraft" and an altitude of:
~about 120 ft. Seconds later the object began to ascent rapidly and in a fevw
 seconds it moved out of sight to the east in a circuler ascent. (The‘wind at

thia time was from the NE at about 5-7 kmots,)

I

A‘background investlgation showed thal both women were of excellent
character. ' : ,

This incident is of interest because it wvas observed duying the seme
period as. the objects over Lubbock, Texaa, (see Appendix I).

Weather

<<<<
5

T e 1230 GST — Reese AFB ~ 31 August 1951
' . Estimated ceiling 6,000 ft., broken clouds, with thin scattered
o clouds at 25,000 ft. Visibility 15 miles. Wind ENE at 3 knots,

b. ‘1230 CST ~ Childress, Texas - 31 August 1951
' Estimated ceiling 25,000 ft., overcast. Vigibility 15 miles.
Wind NHE at 7 knots, Towering cumulus elouds in SE quadrant

~Status of Investigatgeh

It has beenvreported that a road repair crew saw the same dbject later

L on the same day. Attempts will be made to contact members of this road erew
% ~ and obtain their statements. There were also reports of crop dusting activity
S . in the area, so attempts will be made to determine whether or not the ladies
- could have seen this activity.
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On 10 and 11 September 1951, a series of incidente occurred in the area

- of Fort Monmouth, N. J. An initial sighting of an unidentified object was

made on a radar set. Soon after the radsr sighting, two Air Force officers
in a T-33 aircraft unsuccessfully attempted to intercept an unidentified
ob_ject. Later several more radar sightings vere reported,

Status gg Inv‘egtj,gg_tj,gg

. A eomnlete investigation of this incident vas carried out and will be
reported in Project Grudge Special Report No. 1. It has been tentatively
determined that the T»33 pilots probably observed a balloon that had been

" launched a few minutes prior to their arrival in the area. Two of the rader

sightings were returns from balloons end the others were probably due to

weather phenomena and excitement of the student operators due to previous

sightings, Only one radar return cannot be explained. The operator who

‘,observed :this mcident assumed the object was traveling over 700 mph because

matic tracld.ng would not follow the target. It is possi-

' ble that the inabllity to track the objeot was due 'bo his :Lnability to properly
"'.‘operate "the.aet under mental stress. '
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MARGR AFR - 23 Septembor 1951

On 23 Seo‘bember 1951 at 0810 PST an unidentified object was sighted
~ over long Beach, California, “Four, F-86 aircraft were scranbled and the object
"was sighted by them over Muroc, California, On atizining an altitude of
43,000 ft, the F-86's reported the object to be orbitting March AFB at an
estimated altitude of between 50,000 ft. and 55,000 ft. The object appeared
to be a swept wing, fighter type e.ircraft

. We , er'
Unavailable at this time.

| Status of szvggtigatign

: Ra.dicsonde ‘ba.lloons were released from San Diego, . Long Beach "and Santa
L -Ma.rla, Galifornia at approximately Q700 PST, All of these weather-stations -
' - h ked 08 _I pe'_sonnel and although the balloons were released all

-

S ~ All oi‘ the major aircra.ft factories and inatallations conducting exX~
. perimental flight tests were con‘hacted. Fo ex'oerimental aircraft airborne
' ’ ~ ‘at the time ~of*the sighting - .

Additional infomation has been reques'bed as to additional details of.
the incident such ss times and locations during the attempted. mmmeption_ :
by the F-86's <md other oossible balloon lannchings. .

A
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. TERRE HAUTE, TNDIATA - 9 October 1951

On 9 October 1951 at 1342 CST a CAA Chief Aircraft Commmicator observed
a silver object pass directly overhead while he was st Hulman Municipal Air-
port, five miles east of Terre Haute, Indiana, The object was judged to be
approximately the same size as a 50 cent plece held at arm's length., The object
passed overhead at & very high rate of speed going in a southeasterly direction,
passing from directly overhead to the horigon in about 15 seconds., Thers was
‘no sound or vapor tralls. The shape and general form of the object could be
seen as the object paased over the horigzon and out of sight :

.(For'r_elated ineident, see Appendix IX.) -
ea e . . T

Clear, bright. sun, no clouds or ha.ze.

- ‘any further Moﬁmtion will indica'ba the possible 1dent1ty of the object . .

......... ey
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PARIS, ILLINOIS - 9 Ogtober 1951 ‘1:

On 9 October 1951 , at aporoximately _131,5 CST, a private pildt en route
from Greencastle, Indiana, to Paris, Illinois, sighted a silver object just

. east of Parls, Illinois, at 5,000 £t, altitude. The object appearsd to be

stationary in as mch as’ it did not increase or diminish in size with the
approach of the aircraft. The object then started to travel in a north-
easterly . direction south of the Newport, Indiana, Atomic Energy Plant,

[y

- (‘See Appenc_'iix VIII for related incident. )

Gll.ear, bright enm, no clouds or haze L : -

S uatng gf Investigt_i_gn ,
Mcre 'etans* of the incident will be obtained Weather balloona are

,




-The oﬁly Mfomtion'avqilable on this incident is a letter quoted below.

- "TIMB: 0630, 11 Oct 51. Dick Reilly end I were flying at 10,000 ft.
observing the grab bsgz balloon when I saw a brightly glowing object to the
S«E. of U, of M. Airport, At that time we were a few miles north of Minnea~
polis and heading east I pointed it out to iLick and we both made the follow-
ing observation: e -‘ ' '

"The object was moving from east to west at a high rate and very high.
We tried keeping the ship on a oconstent course and using reinforcing member
of the windshield as a point.. The object moved past this member at about 50
degrees per second. .

, "This object was peculiar in that it had what can be described as a helo
around it with a dark undersurface. It crossed rapidly and then slowed down

- and gtarted to climb in lazy circles slowly. The pattern it made was like a
. falling oak leaf invert.ed - It went through®these. gyrations for a coupld mimutes
- and then with a very rapid acceleration diseppeared to the ea.st This object
.'Dick and I watched for anproxima uely five minutes. ‘

"I don't know how to describe its size, because at the time I didn't hav'e
the balloon in aight for a comparn.son. | : :

- "Shortly after this we saw another one, but t,his one didn't hang around,
It approached from the west and disa.ppeared to the east, neither one leavi.ng
a.ny trace of vapor trail. .

" "Yhen I saw the second one I called our tracing station at the U. of M,
Airport and the observers there on the theodolite managed to get glimpses of
a nmumber of them, but couldn't keep the theodolite going fast enoigh to keep
them in the field of their inmstruments. DBoth Doug Smith and Dick Dorian caught
glimpses of these objects :Ln the theodolite after I notified them of their
presence by radio,"

Status of Investigation ) |
Further details of the incident have beecn requested. The sources have

been investigated and are kmown to be experienced high altitude balloon ob-
gervers with General Mills balloon projects.
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This is a special report on the inves t:.:'ation of the
. sighting of an unidentified aerial object.

~ . ports such as this will be made on outstanding incidents
~© and in incidents where such a report is requested by higher

. - authority.
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On 10 and 11 September 1951, a series of both visual and radar sightings
were reported from the Fort lMonmouth, New Jersey, area. .

I. YISUAL SIGHTING BY PILOT AND PASSENGIR OF T-33 AIRGRAFT

A, Discussion
I
At approkimately 1135 EDST an unidentified object was sgighted by the
pilot of a T-33 aircraft, an Air Force Lieutenant, enroute to litchell Air Force
Base, MNew York, from quer Air Force Base, uelaware. ‘The object aopeared to be
over Sandy Hook, New Jersey, between 5000 ft. and 8000 ft. at 11 o'clock from
- the aircraft heading. The T-23 was approximately over roint Pleasant, New
Jersey, at the time of the initial sighting. Upon secing the object, the nilot
 started descending at 360° turn to the left in an atnempt to intercept and
identify the object. 4ipproximately 45 seconds after the nilot first 91phted
.the object, the passenger, an Alr Force Hajor, who had been making a radio
check, sighted the object. The object was then ncer Freehold, New Jersey,
making a 120° turn toward the coast. The pilot continued his > 3600 turn but
~ the object was lost as it crossed the coast. During the descending turn the
“speed of the T=33 'increased from 450 to 550 mnh and the altltuqe decreased from
20, OOO £1. to 17 000 tt. (See 1nclosed overlay.)

When flrgt sxghted “the object appeared to be descending over Sandy
‘ _Hook, New Jersey. It then leveled out and maintained a constant altitude,
The object was round and silver in color but did not reflect the sunllght
At one tinme during the attempted intercent, it avnegred flat. 7%he size was
judgvd to be 30 ft. to 50 f£t. in diameter.

At annroximately 1112 BDST, 10 Sentember 1951, two balloans vere

released from the lwans Sighal Laboratory, llew Jersey, located at 40° 10' W

and 74° 04' E., (S&e inclosed overlay.) These balloons are 7 ft. - 8 ft, in

diameter at time of release and expand on ascendéing. They ascen at an average

of 800 frm and are painted silver f{or radar tracking, Lxnerienced balloon

obse;verq state that when viewed from certain angles the) appear to be dise-~
“<-ghaped, AT ¥135 BOST these balloons would have been at approximately 18,000

£t., and would have moved to a position nearly in line with Point Pleasant,

New Jersey, and Sandy Hook. (%ind SSi at 10-15 kmots,)

Attempts were made to use the information obttained from the interro-
- gation of the T-33 crew. and the data on the balloon launching to prove that
the pilot and vassenger of the T-33 had observed a balloon. However, 'not all
of the data given was cons1stent with such a conclusion. : '

. : In an attempt to establlsh the fact that the object was a balloon,
a flight path similar to the one given by the T-33 crew was assumed, (3See
"Agssumed Path of T-33" -in inclosure.) The T~33 crew was interrogated twice
and gave different flight paths and tracts of the object at each one. .IV is
therefore assurmed that due to the altitude and saeed of the T-33, and the fact

~ UNCLASSIFIED
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ground {rack any closer Tos and thus it wounid be feasitd
to assuwme a flight path within 5 naxtical niles of the given track. - Since the
two interrogations as to location of the ground tracks differed to some extent,
the track marked on a chart ineluded with signed statenent is assumed to be
moot nearly correct. v -

- ferring to the assumed flight path on the inc¢losed overlay, at A,

the object eppeared to be over Sandy Hook. . It will be noted that a compara— T i
tively small objeat closer to the a/c would appear to be large if assumed to
be over Sandy Hook. (oee Figure 1,

Sandy Hook, N. J. | E

Balloon would appear to be
large if judged to be over
:Sandy Hook.

Position of T-33 at time
of initial sighting.

Figure 1. FPlan View of Initial ulghtlng
. o "~ (hot to scale) ‘

As the T-Qﬂvannroached the balloon, the balloon anneared to be traveling at
- a high rate of speed. beveral seconds must have passed after the initial
sighting while the pilot decided that the object was not a conventional a/c
. and that he should: attempt to identify it. During this period, it is assumed
', that the a/c continued on course meking the object appear to be flying straight -
- and level on a reciprocal heading. The fact that the object appeared to be
‘descending when first sighted cannot be explained. The fact that only one of
the tuwo balloons was seen can be explained by the fact that the observers con-
, centrated on one balloon and did not notice the other one.
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Forty-five soconds after the initial sighting, the oas~enger noteq‘k :ecTny%qmmf:;
AW s the oQgect to be turning left near-Freehold, New. Jersey. This oen be ex- .7 '
' ~ plained by the Fact that th@®T-33 was turning and the Polative motion cemsed

" .the balloon to apnear to be turning. As the T-33 continued inland, the line ’
of sight changed until the balloon was silhouetted arainst the sea or sky and
being silver blended into the background and was lost, This 'disappearance”
of balloons is a common occurence with »nilots trackln( research balloons.

It is anparent from the above that several assumptions had to be made
in order to show that the object was one. of the balloons released at Evans _
Signal laboratory, but the fact there was a balloon in the neer vicinity and
the fact that the pilot and observer were not sure of their egxact track adds
a great deal of credence to the assumptions. However, since assumntions were

-made, it cannot be concluded that the object was deflnitelj a balloon.

Ti. RADAR SIGHTINGS FROK FORT HONUOUTH, NE! JERSEY

A, Discussion
. All of the radar sightings during this period were made by students
at the Fort lonmouth training center. In addition to this, the students in-
volved were tsking a maintenance course. The instructor would put certain
. mechanical or electronic difficulty in the set and let the student find and
" renedy trouble., . If the student became nroficient in this phase, he was allowed
" to omerate the set much the same as in tactical operationms. No plotting re-
~cords, logs or data of any type were kept It should be stressed that these
students Were malntenance students, not overators.

"1, On 10 Seotember 1951 an Al/MiG-l radar set nicked up a fast~

noving, low-flying target (exact. altitude undeternined) st approxinately
1110 hours southeast of Fort Monmouth at a range of -about l~,OOO yardis., The
target appeared to approximately follow the coast-line chanying its range only
slightly but changing 1ts azirmth rapldly. The radar set was switched to full-~
alded azirmth tracking which normally is fast enough to track jet aireraft,

. but in thig case was too slow to be roesorted to. l'he tar~et was lost 1n the

» northeast at a range of sbout 14,000 yards, .

Unon interronatlon, it was found thet the operator, who had more

experience than the average student, was giving a demonstration for a proup
of visiting officers. He assumed that he ‘was picking up a high-speed .aireraft
because of his insbility to use full-aided azimuth tracking which will normally

~ track an dircraft at speeds up to 700 mph.- Since he counld not track the target
‘he assumed its speed to-be about 700 mph. However, he also made :the statement
that he tracked the object off and on from 1115 to 1118, or three ninutes. Using
thls time and the pround track, the speed is only about 400 mph,

- No definite conclusions can be given due to the lack of accurate
: data but it is hirhly probable that due to the fact that the operator was giving
- a demonstration to a group of officers, and that he thought he picked up a very
T umapual radar return, He was in an excited state, accounting for his inablliﬁy
. to use full-aided automatic tracking. He admitted he was ‘'highly flustrated®
in not being able to keep up with the target using the ajded tracking. The
weather on 10 September was not favorable for anomalous propagation,
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